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Professional Engineering Services

FSC Group 87, Class 871

Modifications Inclusive Through FX55
Contract Number: GS-23F-0157L 

For more information on ordering from Federal Supply Schedules click on the GSA Schedules button at http://www.gsa.gov

 GS-223F-0157F
Contract Period:  (Current) April 9, 2006 to April 8, 2011



      (Option)   April 9, 2011 to April 8, 2016

Business Size: Large

Universities Space Research Association

10211 Wincopin Circle, Suite 500

Columbia, MD 21044-3432

  (410) 730-2656 – Program Management

    
(410) 730-3496 – Fax

  (410)
 730-2656 – Contract Management

(410) 730-3496 – Fax

Note: Prices shown herein are Net (discount deducted)

See complete customer information on page 1

Summary

The Universities Space Research Association (USRA) was awarded a Federal Supply Schedule (contract GS-23F-0157L) to provide a full range of Engineering services to government agencies and specific government contractors.   The General Services Administration (GSA) has evaluated our technical proposal, negotiated our prices and established us as a qualified vendor of Engineering and Scientific services at competitive, fixed labor prices.   Using the PES Schedule is easy and fast. You remain in control of the process—from the definition of the requirement through the selection of the service provider.

Once you determine that you need Engineering services, you should prepare a Purchase Requisition and a Statement of Work including a tasking statement, description of deliverables and schedule, and delivery order type (fixed price or labor hour pricing).

Because PES FSS vendors have already been qualified and their costs have been negotiated through a competitive process, you do not need to go through all of the processes of a full and open competition.  You do, however, need to consider three schedule vendors by reviewing their catalogs, contacting them, or obtaining their oral or written proposals. You can make the award based on the vendor that offers the best value for your particular needs; you do not need to award based on the lowest cost.  

How you benefit from using Schedules:

· Access to state-of-the-art technology and quality services 

· No Commerce Business Daily (CBD) synopsis requirements: GSA has already issued the synopsis

· Competition: All competition requirements have been met

· No Order Limitations: You can place an order for any dollar amount

· Orders placed on Federal Supply Schedules count toward small business goals

· Flexible Purchasing Options: Blanket Purchase Agreements save you time and money

· Price Reductions: You can request price reductions from our discounted prices

· Compliance with environmental requirements for applicable services and products

· Easy Payment Options: Contractors accept the GSA SmartPay Card

Schedules Will Save You Time

Use of Schedules significantly reduces acquisition time and is a great tool to serve Federal customers. A recent study of the Schedules program, conducted by Johnson & Johnson Associates, Inc. (JJA), found that it takes a Federal agency an average of 15 days to issue an order under a GSA Schedule, 49 days to establish a BPA under a Schedule; and 13 days to issue an order against a Schedule BPA.  This compares to an average of 268 days to put a contract in place.  

For the November 13, 1998, Executive Summary of the Johnson & Johnson Associates, Inc. (JJA), study entitled “Impact of FAR 8.4 Comparative Analysis of Customer Elapsed-Time Savings”, please visit

http://pub.fss.gsa.gov/schedules/far-84Impact.cfm
For information on USRA services, or for contract administration information, please contact our Contracts Manager:

Debbie Devin

at

410-730-2656

410-730-3496 (Fax)
ddevin@usra.edu
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1.
Customer Information
1.1 Awarded Special Item Numbers (SINs) 

SIN 871-1, 871-1RC: Strategic Planning for Technology Programs

SIN 871-2, 871-2RC: Concept Development & Requirement Analysis

SIN 871-3, 871-3RC: Systems Design, Engineering and Integration

SIN 871-4, 871-4RC: Test and Evaluation

SIN 871-5, 871-5RC: Integrated Logistics Support

SIN 871-6, 871-6RC: Acquisition and Lifecycle Management

1.2 Maximum order

There is no maximum task order size for the contract. A maximum threshold value of $750,000 for a task order was established for the contract. When task orders exceed this value, agencies should seek additional discounts from the contractor. Task orders exceeding $750,000 will be placed under this contract in accordance with PES-1- FSS-125. See Note 1.

1.3 Minimum order - $100

1.4 Geographic coverage (delivery area)

This contract was established to be used as sources for Professional Engineering Services as described in the Statement of Work for domestic usage.  The geographic scope of this contract is the 48 contiguous states, the District of Columbia, Alaska, and Hawaii.

The same terms and conditions shall apply to all orders for services within the geographic scope of this contract.

1.5 Point(s) of production (city, county, and state or foreign country)

 Determined by individual task order.

1.6 Discount from list prices or statement of net price

"Prices Shown Herein are Net (discount deducted)".

1.7 Quantity discounts – None
1.8 Prompt payment terms – None

1.9 Notification of whetherGovernment purchase cards are accepted or not accepted below the micropurchase threshold 

Government purchase cards are accepted below the micropurchase threshold.

1.10 Notification of whether Government purchase cards are accepted or not accepted above the micropurchase threshold

Not accepted.

1.11 Foreign items

All services will be provided and delivered in the U.S.A.

1.12 Urgent Requirements

 When the Federal Supply Schedule contract delivery period does not meet the bona fide urgent delivery requirements of an Ordering Agency, agencies are encouraged, if time permits, to contact the Contractor for the purpose of obtaining accelerated delivery. The Contractor shall reply to the inquiry within 3 workdays after receipt. (The Contractor shall confirm telephonic replies in writing.) If the Contractor offers an accelerated delivery time acceptable to the Ordering Agency, any order(s) placed pursuant to the agreed-upon accelerated delivery time frame shall be delivered within this shorter delivery time and in accordance with all other terms and conditions of the contract.

1.13 F.o.b. points

Determined by individual task order.

1.14 Ordering address  


Universities Space Research Association

10211 Wincopin Circle, Suite 500

Columbia, MD 21044-3432

1.15 Payment Address  

Universities Space Research Association

10211 Wincopin Circle, Suite 500

Columbia, MD 21044-3432

Attn: Accounts Receivable

1.16 Warranty provision

Not applicable.

1.17 Export packing charges, if applicable

Not applicable.

1.18 Terms and conditions of Government purchase card acceptance (any thresholds above the micropurchase level)

None.

1.19 Environmental Attributes

Not applicable

1.20 DUNS number: 05-6912900

1.21 Notification regarding registration in Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database

The Universities Space Research Association is registered in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database. For this contract, use the following address:

Universities Space Research Association

10211 Wincopin Circle, Suite 500

Columbia, MD 21044-3432

1.22 Tax ID Number: 52-0892064
1.23 Security Requirements

In the event that security restrictions are necessary, the ordering activities may incorporate, in their delivery orders, a security clause in accordance with current laws, regulations, and individual agency policy; however, the burden of administering the security requirements shall be with the Ordering Agency. If any costs are incurred as a result of the inclusion of security requirements, such costs will not exceed ten percent (10%) or $100,000, of the total dollar value of the order, whichever is less.

1.24 Purchase Of Incidental, Non-Schedule Items

For administrative convenience, open market (non-contract) items may be added to a Federal Supply Schedule BPA or an individual order, provided that the items are clearly labeled as such on the order, all applicable regulations have been followed, and price reasonableness has been determined by the ordering activity for the open market (non-contract) items. 

1.25 Statistical Data for Government Ordering Office Completion of Standard Order Forms
Block 9: G. Order/Modification Under Federal Schedule

Block 16: Contractor Establishment Code (DUNS): 52-0892064

Block 30: Type of Contractor: Nonprofit

Block 31: Women-Owned Business: No

Block 36: Contractor’s Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) 52-0892064

1.26 Cage Code:   1F731
1.27 Blanket Purchase Agreements

Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 13.301-1(a) defines BPAs as “…a simplified method of filling anticipated repetitive needs for supplies or services by establishing ‘charge accounts’ with qualified sources of supply.” The use of BPAs under the Federal Supply Schedule Program is authorized in accordance with FAR 13.303-2 (c) (3), which reads, in part, as follows: “BPAs may be established with Federal Supply Schedule Contractors, if not inconsistent with the terms of the applicable schedule contract.”

Federal Supply Schedule contracts contain BPA provisions to enable schedule users to maximize their administrative and purchasing savings. This feature permits schedule users to set up “accounts” with Schedule Contractors to fill recurring requirements. These accounts establish a period for the BPA and generally address issues such as the frequency of ordering and invoicing, authorized callers, discounts, delivery locations and times. Agencies may qualify for the best quantity/volume discounts available under the contract, based on the potential volume of business that may be generated through such an agreement, regardless of the size of the individual orders. In addition, agencies may be able to secure a discount higher than that available in the contract based on the aggregate volume of business possible under a BPA. Finally, Contractors may be open to a progressive type of discounting where the discount would increase once the sales accumulated under the BPA reach certain prescribed levels. Use of a BPA may be particularly useful with the new Maximum Order feature. See the Suggested Format, contained in this Schedule Pricelist, for customers to consider when using this purchasing tool. 

1.28 Primary Engineering Disciplines approved by GSA

	     Special Item Number
	Ch E
	CE
	EE
	ME

	Strategic Planning for Technology Programs
	  X
	  X
	  X
	  X

	Concept Development and Requirements Analysis
	  X
	  X
	  X
	  X

	Systems Design, Engineering and Integration
	  X
	  X
	  X
	  X

	Test and Evaluation
	  X
	  X
	  X
	  X

	Integrated Logistics Support
	  X
	  X
	  X
	  X

	Acquisition and Life Cycle Management
	  X
	  X
	  X
	  X


2.
Universities Space Research Association

2.1 Who we are

The Universities Space Research Association (USRA) was incorporated in 1969 in the District of Columbia as a private, non-profit, educational corporation under the auspices of the National Academy of Sciences. The Association was chartered to provide a mechanism through which universities can cooperate effectively with one another, with the government, and with other organizations to further space science and technology, and to promote education in these areas. Institutional membership in the Association has grown from 49 colleges and universities when it was founded, to 100 in 2006. All member institutions have graduate programs in space sciences or aerospace engineering. Besides 92 member institutions in the United States, there are international member institutions in Canada (2), the United Kingdom (2), Israel (2), Germany (1), and Australia (1).  

The USRA administers and operates various institutes and programs for specialized science and technology research as identified by the federal government and other partners. The USRA corporation employs roughly 500 administrative and scientific personnel in its headquarters and at its 18 centers, institutes, and programs throughout the U.S.  The Association facilitates cooperation by providing outreach to government agencies, contractual and business support, and as a focus for collaboration.  

2.2 What We Do

Under the Professional Engineering Services contract, USRA provides a full range of engineering services.  Most work performed under PES will be performed by academic researchers, technologists, faculty, and qualified students, with the USRA corporation providing managerial/administrative oversight and contract support. This vehicle also provides direct contractual access to the USRA Institutes and organizations for customers whose requirements can be satisfied through interaction with these corporate elements.

2.3 Member Universities

The amount of technical talent that is accessed through the PES is broad in scope, and deep in experience and expertise.  The USRA membership includes the finest universities and colleges in the country as well as half a dozen renowned International institutions. USRA also maintains a database of approximately 14,000 researchers, professional engineers, faculty members, and others who have chosen to register their talents for potential work and collaboration. The process USRA follows to meet a given need assists in determining and defining customer requirements, and then match those with the best qualified technical personnel available.  

The table below marks each members institution’s degree granting programs in the engineering disciplines covered under PES.  (Note that USRA can also subcontract with institutions that are not members of the association.)
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*  Institutions that are designated Historically Black Colleges and Universities/Other Minority Institutions (HBCU/OMI) 

2.4 USRA Programs & Institutions

USRA operates a number of Institutes, Programs, and Offices that are nationally recognized for the excellence of their work.  In consonance with the USRA charter, several are educational outreach and collaboration programs.  Others are directly involved in research and technology development.  The principal technical capabilities available under PES include:

Center for Program/Project Management Research (CPMR)

The NASA/USRA Center for Program/Project Management Research (CPMR) is operated in Columbia, Maryland, by USRA through a cooperative agreement with NASA, under the sponsorship of the NASA Academy for Program/Project and Engineering Leadership (APEL). The CPMR is a virtual center designed to engage universities in world-class research and education that addresses internationally significant problems in the discipline of Program/Project Management, Systems Engineering, and Discipline Engineering, with particular emphasis on the nation’s aeronautics and space program.

Center for Space Nuclear Research (CSNR)

As a part of the Department of Energy (DoE) Idaho National Laboratory (INL) in Idaho Falls, Idaho, the CSNR is a focus for engaging university scientists and students in research and development of advanced space reactor and radioisotope power systems at the INL, and linking INL to relevant research being performed by USRA’s member institutions, as well as other universities.
Cooperative Program in Space Science (CPSS) 

Located in our Columbia, Maryland , CPSS's mission is to conduct space science research and leading-edge instrumentation and technology development, enable research by the space sciences communities, and to expedite the effective dissemination of space science research, technology, data, and information to the educational community and the general public.

Division of Space Life Sciences (DSLS) 

Housed in the Center for Advanced Space Studies (CASS) in Houston, Texas, DSLS facilitates participation of the university community in biomedical research programs at the NASA Johnson Space Center.

Institute for Space Physics, Astrophysics and Education (ISPAE) 

Located in our Huntsville, Alabama office, ISPAE was formed by USRA and the University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH) to perform fundamental research and applied technology in space physics and astrophysics. 

Lunar and Planetary Institute (LPI) 

Based in the Center for Advanced Space Studies in Houston, Texas, LPI was established in 1968 as the Lunar Science Institute, and is now a focus for academic participation in studies of the current state, evolution, and formation of the solar system.

NASA Institute for Advanced Concepts (NIAC) 

Managed in Atlanta, Georgia, NIAC provides an independent, open forum for the external analysis and definition of space and aeronautics advanced concepts to complement the advanced concepts activities conducted with the NASA Enterprises.

National Center for Space Exploration Research (NCSER) 

Located in Cleveland, Ohio, on the Case Western Reserve University campus and at NASA's Glenn Research Center, NCSER performs critical path micro-gravity physical research, supporting NASA’s Vision for Exploration enhancing life on Earth. 

Research Institute for Advanced Computer Science (RIACS) 

Located at NASA Ames Research Center in Moffett Field, California, RIACS performs computer science research in collaboration with NASA scientists to solve challenging scientific problems in support of NASA's goals and missions.

Space Operations Programs (SOP) 

Located in Houston, Texas, SOP leads USRA's academic initiatives in the development and implementation of space research and education in critical engineering technologies. 

Technology Development and Aerospace Environments (TDAE)

The TDAE collaborates with NASA/MSFC scientists, engineers, technologists, and staff to facilitate research and technology development within the aerospace science, engineering, and technology areas such as avionics, structures, mechanics, materials, manufacturing, and the development of product standards and assessments.

3.
Services Provided Under PES Contract

3.1 Engineering Disciplines Available

Under the PES contract, USRA offers a full range of services in all engineering disciplines.  The PES solicitation provided narrative descriptions of each discipline and specific examples of the types of work that can be included.  

· Chemical Engineering: 
Planning, development, evaluation and operation of chemical, biochemical or physical plants and processes.  Changes in composition, energy content, state of aggregation of materials, forces that act on matter, and relationships are examined and new and conventional chemical materials, products and processes are produced and/or manufactured.  

It includes, but is not limited to, planning, evaluating or operation of chemical plants and petroleum refineries, pollution control systems, biochemical processes, plastics, pharmaceuticals, fibers; analysis of chemical reactions that take place in mixtures; determination of methodologies for the systematic design, control and analysis of processes, evaluating economics, safety, etc.  

Within the chemical engineering discipline, there are several specialties within the scope of this work; a partial listing follows:

	· Refining
	· Petrochemicals
	· Food

	· Pharmaceuticals
	· Textiles
	· Pulp and Paper

	· Ceramics


	· Electronic Components & Chemicals

· Other Chemical
Engineering Specialties not
listed in the
“Services not
Included Paragraph”

	· Biotechnology

· Safety engineering


· Civil Engineering: 
Includes, but is not limited to, planning, evaluation, operations, production, furnishing, construction, alteration, repair, processing or assembling of vessels, aircraft, or other kinds of personal property, including heating, ventilation and air-conditioning for such vessels and/or aircraft.

Within the civil engineering discipline, there are several specialties within the scope of this work; a partial listing follows:


	· Geotechnical
	· Surveying
	· Other Civil
Engineering Specialties not
listed in the
“Services not
Included Paragraph”


· Electrical Engineering: 
Planning, design, development, evaluation and operation of electrical principles, models and processes.  

It includes, but is not limited to, the design, fabrication, measurement and operation of electrical devices, equipment and systems (e.g., signal processing; telecommunication; sensors, microwave, and image processing; micro-fabrication; energy systems and control; micro- and nano-electronics; plasma processing; laser and photonics; satellites, missiles and guidance systems, space vehicles, fiber optics, robotics, etc.).  

Within the electrical engineering discipline, there are several specialties within the scope of this work; a partial listing follows:

	· Aerospace and Electronic Systems
	· Antennas and Propagation
	· Broadcast Technology

	· Circuits and Systems

· Computer*
	· Communications

· Consumer Electronics
	· Components Packaging, and Manufacturing Technology

	· Dielectrics and Electrical Insulation
	· Education
	· Control Systems


	· Geoscience & Remote Sensing
	· Engineering Management
	· Electromagnetic Compatibility

	· Information Theory

· Lasers & Electro-Optics
	· Industrial Electronics

· Intelligent Transportation Systems
	· Engineering in Medicine and Biology

	· Nuclear and Plasma Sciences
	· Magnetics
	· Industry Applications

	· Power Electronics
	· Neural Networks Council
	· Instrumentation and Measurement

	· Reliability
	· Power Engineering
	· Microwave Theory and Techniques

	· Solid-State Circuits
	· Robotics & Automation
	· Oceanic Engineering

	· Vehicular Technology
	· Systems, Man, and Cybernetics
	· Professional Communication

	· Signal Processing on Social Implications of Technology
	· Ultrasonics, Ferroelectrics, and Frequency Control
	· Other Electrical
Engineering Specialties not
listed in the
“Services not
Included Paragraph”


· Mechanical Engineering: 

Includes the planning, development, evaluation and control of systems and components involving the production and transfer of energy, and the conversion of one form of energy to another.  

It includes, but is not limited to, planning and evaluation of power plants, analysis of the economical combustion of fuels, conversion of heat energy into mechanical energy, use of mechanical energy to perform useful work, analysis of structures and motion in mechanical systems, and conversion of raw materials into a final product, etc. (e.g., thermodynamics, mechanics, fluid mechanics, jets, rocket engines, internal combustion engines, steam and gas turbines, continuum mechanics, dynamic systems, dynamics fluid mechanics, heat transfer, manufacturing, materials, solid mechanics, reactors, etc.).

	· ASME Heat Transfer/K16
	· Advanced Energy Systems 
	· Aerospace Engineering 

	· Applied Mechanics 
	· Bioengineering 
	· Design Engineering* 

	· Dynamic Systems and Control 
	· Electrical and Electronic Packaging 
	· Fluids Engineering

	· Fluids Power Systems and Technology Systems 

· Information Storage and Processing Systems
	· Fuels and Combustion Technologies


· Internal Combustion Engine 



	· Heat Transfer

· International Gas Turbine

	· Materials
	· Manufacturing Engineering * 
	· Microchannel flow and heat transfer

	· Management
	· Materials Handling Engineering*
	· Noise Control and Acoustics

	· Nuclear Engineering
	· Non-Destructive Evaluation Engineering
	· Ocean Engineering

	· Offshore Mechanics and Arctic Engineering
 

· Power


· Rail Transportation


· Technology and Society
	· Petroleum


· Pressure Vessels and Piping

· Safety Engineering and Risk Analysis

· Textile Engineering

· Other Mechanical Engineering Specialties not
listed in the
“Services not
Included Paragraph”
	· Plant Engineering and Maintenance



· Process Industries

· Solar Energy

· Tribology



· Other scientific disciplines: the PES contract has clustered the entire engineering profession into the four categories listed above.  However, the solicitation recognizes that personnel working in the hard sciences may have the appropriate skills for a given task.  It also recognizes that support personnel, technicians, administrators, etc. will be required to support any efforts.  An extract from the solicitation: 

Personnel categories for professional engineering services anticipated include, but are not limited to:  

· Administrative

· Biologists

· Chemists

· Consultants

· Documentation specialists

· Economists

· Engineering and technical analysts

· Engineering software developers and analysts

· Engineers

· Information specialists

· Logistics engineers and technical specialists

· Material management engineers and technical specialists

· Naval architects

· Operations research specialists

· Physicists

· Project/program analysts/leaders/managers

· Scientists

· Statisticians/mathematicians

· Support

· Technicians

· Trainers

· Writers

3.2
Scope of Work in PES

The Professional Engineering Services contract covers every phase of engineering, from strategic planning to acquisition and life cycle management. Again, the GSA has provided specific definitions of each phase covered under PES broken down into Special Items Numbers (SINs).

871-1
Strategic Planning For Technology Programs/Activities 

Services required under this SIN involve the definition and interpretation of high-level organizational engineering performance requirements such as projects, systems, missions, etc., and the objectives and approaches to their achievement.  Typical associated tasks include, but are not limited to an analysis of mission, program goals and objectives, requirements analysis, organizational performance assessment, special studies and analysis, training, privatization and outsourcing.

Example:  The evaluation and preliminary definition of new and/or improved performance goals for navigation satellites – such as launch procedures and costs, multi-user capability, useful service life, accuracy and resistance to natural and man made electronic interference.

871-2 
Concept Development And Requirements Analysis

Services required under this SIN involve abstract or concept studies and analysis, requirements definition, preliminary planning, the evaluation of alternative technical approaches and associated costs for the development or enhancement of high level general performance specifications of a system, project, mission or activity. Typical associated tasks include, but are not limited to requirements analysis, cost/cost-performance trade-off analysis, feasibility analysis, regulatory compliance support, technology conceptual designs, training, privatization and outsourcing. 


Example:  The development and analysis of the total mission profile and life cycle of the improved satellite including examination of performance and cost tradeoffs.

871-3 
System Design, Engineering And Integration 

Services required under this SIN involve the translation of a system (or subsystem, program, project, activity) concept into a preliminary and detailed design (engineering plans and specifications), performing risk identification/analysis/mitigation, traceability, and then integrating the various components to produce a working prototype or model of the system.  Typical associated tasks include, but are not limited to computer-aided design, design studies and analysis, high level detailed specification preparation, configuration management and document control, fabrication, assembly and simulation, modeling, training, privatization and outsourcing.  

Example: The navigation satellite concept produced in the preceding stage will be converted to a detailed engineering design package, performance will be computer simulated and a working model will be built for testing and design verification. 
871-4 
Test And Evaluation 

Services required under this SIN involve the application of various techniques demonstrating that a prototype system (subsystem, program, project or activity) performs in accordance with the objectives outlined in the original design.  Typical associated tasks include, but are not limited testing of a prototype and first article(s) testing, environmental testing, independent verification and validation, reverse engineering, simulation and modeling (to test the feasibility of a concept), system safety, quality assurance, physical testing of the product or system, training, privatization and outsourcing.  

Example:  The navigation satellite working model will be subjected to a series of tests which may simulate and ultimately duplicate its operational environment.

871-5
   Integrated Logistics Support 

Services required under this SIN involves the analysis, planning and detailed design of all engineering specific logistics support including material goods, personnel, and operational maintenance and repair of systems throughout their life cycles.  Typical associated tasks include, but are not limited to ergonomic/human performance analysis, feasibility analysis, logistics planning, requirements determination, policy standards/procedures development, long-term reliability and maintainability, training, privatization and outsourcing.  

Example: The full range of life cycle logistics support for the navigation satellite will be identified and designed in this stage including training, operation and maintenance requirements, and replacement procedures.

871-6
Acquisition And Life Cycle Management 

Services required under this SIN involve all of the planning, budgetary, contract and systems/program management execution functions required to procure and/or produce, render operational and provide life cycle support (maintenance, repair, supplies, engineering specific logistics) to technology-based systems, activities, subsystems, projects, etc. Typical associated tasks include, but are not limited to operation and maintenance, program/project management, technology transfer/insertion, training, privatization and outsourcing.


Example: During this stage the actual manufacturing, launch, and performance monitoring of the navigation satellite will be assisted through project management, configuration management, reliability analysis, engineering retrofit improvements and similar functions.

4. Ordering Procedures (C.2.46)

Ordering Procedures for GSA Professional Engineering Services

4.1 Procedures for services priced on GSA schedules at hourly rates (C.2.46.1)

FAR 8.402 contemplates that GSA may occasionally find it necessary to establish special ordering procedures for individual Federal Supply Schedules or for some Special Item Numbers (SINs) within a Schedule. GSA has established special ordering procedures for services that are priced on Schedule at hourly rates. These special ordering procedures take precedence over the procedures in FAR 8.404. 

The GSA has determined that the rates for services contained in the contractor's price list applicable to this schedule are fair and reasonable. However, the ordering office using this contract is responsible for considering the level of effort and mixes of labor proposed to perform specific task being ordered and for making a determination that the total firm-fixed price or ceiling price is fair and reasonable.

When ordering services, ordering offices shall:

4.1.1. Prepare a Request for Quotes

A.
A performance-based statement of work that outlines, at a minimum, the work to be performed, location of work, period of performance, deliverable schedule, applicable standards, acceptance criteria, and any special requirements (i.e., security clearances, travel, special knowledge, etc.) should be prepared.

B.
A request for quotes should be prepared which includes the performance-based statement of work and requests the contractors to submit either a firm-fixed price or a ceiling price to provide the services outlined in the statement of work. A firm-fixed price order shall be requested, unless the ordering office makes a determination that it is not possible at the time of placing the order to estimate accurately the extent or duration of the work or to anticipate cost with any reasonable degree of confidence. When such a determination is made, a labor hour or time-and-materials quote may be requested. The firm-fixed price shall be based on the hourly rates in the schedule contract and shall consider the mix of labor categories and level of effort required to perform the services described in the statement of work. The firm-fixed price of the order should also include any travel costs or other incidental costs related to performance of the services ordered, unless the order provides for reimbursement of travel costs at the rates provided in the Federal Travel or Joint Travel Regulations. A ceiling price must be established for labor-hour and time-and-materials orders.

C.
The request for quotes may request the contractors, if necessary or appropriate, to submit a project plan for performing the task and information on the contractor's experience and/or past performance performing similar tasks.

D.
The request for quotes shall notify the contractors what basis will be used for selecting the contractor to receive the order. The notice shall include the basis for determining whether the contractors are technically qualified and provide an explanation regarding the intended use of any experience and/or past performance information in determining technical acceptability of responses.

4.1.2 Transmit the Request for Quotes to Contractors

A.
Based upon an initial evaluation of catalogs and price lists, the ordering office should identify the contractors that appear to offer the best value (considering the scope of services offered, hourly rates and other factors such as contractors' locations, as appropriate).

B.
The request for quotes should be provided to three (3) contractors if the proposed order is estimated to exceed the micro-purchase threshold, but not exceed the maximum order threshold. For proposed orders exceeding the maximum order threshold, the request for quotes should be provided to additional contractors that offer services that will meet the agency's needs. Ordering offices should strive to minimize the contractors' costs associated with responding to requests for quotes for specific orders. Requests should be tailored to the minimum level necessary for adequate evaluation and selection for order placement. Oral presentations should be considered, when possible.

4.1.3 Evaluate quotes and select the contractor to receive the order

After responses have been evaluated against the factors identified in the request for quotes, the order should be placed with the schedule contractor that represents the best value and results in the lowest overall cost alternative (considering price, special qualifications, administrative costs, etc.) to meet the Government's needs.

4.2 Procedures for fixed prices on GSA Schedule (C.2.46.2)

The ordering procedures set forth at FAR 8.404 should be used for those services based on fixed prices. The Contractor is advised that based on the specific task identified at the task order level, it may use Clause 552.238-76, Price Reduction, to provide a proposed fixed price to the agency to more accurately reflect the actual work required. 

4.3 Blanket Purchase Agreements

A Blanket Purchase Agreement (BPA) is yet another way to streamline your ordering process. BPAs are "accounts" that can be set up with any schedule contractor to satisfy recurring needs for services and products. Contractors may offer the best quantity/volume discounts available under their contract based on the potential volume of business that may be generated by the BPA. Quantity discounts apply regardless of the size of the individual order. Your BPA should be reviewed annually to make sure it remains a best value for your agency. BPAs provide these discounts while eliminating the need for writing numerous task/ delivery orders.

All BPAs must contain certain information, such as:

· Description of item covered.

· Listing of individuals authorized to purchase under the BPA. 

· Any agreed-upon price reductions.

The establishment of Federal Supply Schedule Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPAs) for recurring services is permitted when the procedures outlined herein are followed:  

A. All BPAs for services must define the services that may be ordered under the BPA, along with delivery or performance time frames, billing procedures, etc. The potential volume of orders under BPAs, regardless of the size of individual orders, may offer the ordering office the opportunity to secure volume discounts. When establishing BPAs ordering offices shall inform contractors in the request for quotes (based on the agency's requirement) if a single BPA or multiple BPAs will be established, and indicate the basis that will be used for selecting the contractors to be awarded the BPAs.

SINGLE BPA: Generally, a single BPA should be established when the ordering office can define the tasks to be ordered under the BPA and establish a firm-fixed price or ceiling price for individual tasks or services to be ordered. When this occurs, authorized users may place the order directly under the established BPA when the need for service arises. The schedule contractor that represents the best value and results in the lowest overall cost alternative to meet the agency's needs should be awarded the BPA.

MULTIPLE BPAs: When the ordering office determines multiple BPAs are needed to meet its requirements, the ordering office should determine which contractors can meet any technical qualifications before establishing the BPAs. When multiple BPAs are established, the authorized users must follow the procedures in II.B above, and then place the order with the Schedule contractor that represents the best value and results in the lowest overall cost alternative to meet the agency's needs.

B.
Review BPAs periodically. Such reviews shall be conducted at least annually. The purpose of the review is to determine whether the BPA still represents the best value (considering price, special qualifications, etc.) and results in the lowest overall cost alternative to meet the agency's needs.

C.
The ordering office should give preference to small business concerns when two or more contractors can provide the services at the same firm-fixed price or ceiling price.

D.
When the ordering office's requirement involves both products as well as professional services, the ordering office should total the prices for the products and the firm-fixed price for the services and select the contractor that represents the greatest value in terms of meeting the agency's total needs.

E. The ordering office, at a minimum, should document orders by identifying the contractor the services were purchased from, the services purchased, and the amount paid. If other than a firm-fixed price order is placed, such documentation should include the basis for the determination to use a labor-hour or time-and-materials order. For agency requirements in excess of the micro-purchase threshold, the order file should document the evaluation of Schedule contractors' quotes that formed the basis for the selection of the contractor that received the order and the rationale for any trade-offs made in making the selection.

5.  Labor Category Rates
The following labor rates are offered for the next two contract years of the GSA FSS contract from 9 April 2008 through 8 April 2010, with minimum qualifications for each rate.  A more complete description of each labor category can be found in Section 6 of this document.  Labor rates are the same for all Special Item Numbers (SINs).  Work accepted by USRA under PES will normally be performed at the location of the employee or subcontractor, considered off-site.  Therefore, no on-site or multiple-site rates are offered.  Following this table are rates for the years six (6) through ten (10) of the contract. See section 6 for complete qualifications for each labor category. 
USRA Labor Rates for the Professional Engineering Services Contract, 9 Apr 2008 to 8 Apr 2010
	Title
	Level
	Degree*
	Exp.*  (Years)
	YEAR 8
	YEAR 9

	
	
	
	
	Total Hourly Rate
	Total Hourly Rate

	ST Senior Project Manager 
	
	
	9 Apr 2008 to

8 Apr 2009
	9 Apr 2009 to     8 Apr 2010

	
	Level 4
	MS or MBA
	15
	$181.22
	$187.56

	
	Level 3
	MS or MBA
	12
	152.12
	157.45

	
	Level 2
	MS or MBA
	10
	136.30
	141.07

	
	Level 1
	MS or MBA
	5
	116.78
	120.86

	ST Project Manager 
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	BS
	10
	116.78
	120.86

	
	Level 3
	BS
	8
	105.42
	109.11

	
	Level 2
	BS
	5
	91.51
	94.71

	
	Level 1
	BS
	2
	83.60
	86.52

	ST Engineer & Scientist Consultant
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	Ph.D.
	15
	217.72
	225.34

	
	Level 3
	Ph.D.
	12
	181.22
	187.56

	
	Level 2
	MS
	12
	152.12
	157.45

	
	Level 1
	MS
	10
	136.30
	141.07

	ST Engineer & Scientist Specialist
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	Ph.D.
	12
	152.12
	157.45

	
	Level 3
	Ph.D.
	10
	136.30
	141.07

	
	Level 2
	MS
	8
	116.78
	120.86

	
	Level 1
	BS
	4
	105.42
	109.11

	ST Engineer & Scientist Senior
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	BS
	15
	105.42
	109.11

	
	Level 3
	BS
	10
	91.51
	94.71

	
	Level 2
	BS
	8
	83.60
	86.52

	
	Level 1
	BS
	4
	71.60
	74.11


	Title
	Level
	Degree*
	Exp.* 
	YEAR 8
	YEAR 9

	
	
	
	
	Total Hourly Rate
	Total Hourly Rate

	ST Engineer & Scientist Intermediate
	
	
	9 Apr 2008 to

8 Apr 2009
	9 Apr 2009 to     8 Apr 2010

	
	Level 4
	BS
	10
	91.96
	95.18

	
	Level 3
	BS
	8
	83.60
	86.52

	
	Level 2
	BS
	5
	71.60
	74.11

	
	Level 1
	BS
	3
	66.37
	68.69

	ST Engineer & Scientist Associate
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	BS
	2
	54.32
	56.22

	
	Level 3
	AA or BS
	0
	45.96
	47.57

	
	Level 2
	HS
	0
	24.89
	25.76

	
	Level 1
	None
	0
	18.97
	19.63

	ST Engineer & Scientist Consultant, S/W**
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	Ph.D.
	15
	286.91
	296.96

	
	Level 3
	Ph.D.
	12
	239.50
	247.88

	
	Level 2
	MS
	10
	201.70
	208.76

	
	Level 1
	MS
	5
	181.14
	187.48

	ST Engineer & Scientist Specialist, S/W
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	Ph.D.
	10
	181.14
	187.48

	
	Level 3
	Ph.D.
	10
	155.77
	161.23

	
	Level 2
	MS
	8
	141.02
	145.95

	
	Level 1
	BS
	4
	122.95
	127.25

	ST Engineer & Scientist Senior, S/W
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	BS 
	10
	122.95
	127.25

	
	Level 3
	BS
	8
	112.67
	116.61

	
	Level 2
	BS
	5
	97.08
	100.48

	
	Level 1
	BS
	5
	87.38
	90.43

	ST Engineer & Scientist Intermediate, S/W
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	BS
	5
	97.08
	100.48

	
	Level 3
	BS
	5
	87.38
	90.43

	
	Level 2
	BS
	3
	90.29
	93.45

	
	Level 1
	BS
	1
	81.26
	84.10

	ST Engineer & Scientist Associate, S/W
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	BS
	2
	57.81
	59.83

	
	Level 3
	AA or BS
	0
	52.03
	53.85

	
	Level 2
	HS
	0
	20.87
	21.60

	
	Level 1
	None
	0
	18.78
	19.44


	Title
	Level
	Degree*
	Exp.* 
	YEAR 8
	YEAR 9

	
	
	
	
	Total Hourly Rate
	Total Hourly Rate

	ST Business Manager
	
	
	9 Apr 2008 to

8 Apr 2009
	9 Apr 2009 to     8 Apr 2010

	
	Level 4
	MBA
	20
	91.51
	94.71

	
	Level 3
	BS
	15
	83.60
	86.52

	
	Level 2
	BS
	10
	71.60
	74.11

	
	Level 1
	AA
	5
	66.37
	68.69

	ST Contracts Specialist
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	MBA
	20
	91.51
	94.71

	
	Level 3
	BS
	15
	83.60
	86.52

	
	Level 2
	BS
	10
	71.60
	74.11

	 
	Level 1
	AA
	5
	66.37
	68.69

	ST Subcontract Administrator I
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 2
	HS
	5
	54.32
	56.22

	
	Level 1
	HS
	2
	45.96
	47.57

	ST Administrative-Supply Tech/ Admin Level 2
	HS
	2
	45.96
	               47.57                      

	ST Administrative-Supply Tech/ Admin Level 1
	HS
	2
	37.15
	38.45


*In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.

	Summary USRA Labor Rates for the Professional Engineering Services Contract (Years 6 to 10)

	Title
	Level
	Year 6
	Year 7
9 Apr 2007 to 

8 Apr 2008
	Year 8 
9 Apr 2008 to 

8 Apr 2009
	Year 9
9 Apr 2009 to 

8 Apr 2010
	Year 10
9 Apr 2010 to 

8 Apr 2011

	
	
	9 Apr 2006 to

26 Jul 20061
	27 Jul 2006

8 Apr 20072
	
	
	
	

	ST Senior Project Manager 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	161.96
	169.17
	175.09
	181.22
	187.56
	194.13

	
	Level 3
	135.96
	142.01
	146.98
	152.12
	157.45
	162.96

	
	Level 2
	121.82
	127.24
	131.69
	136.30
	141.07
	146.01

	
	Level 1
	104.37
	109.01
	112.83
	116.78
	120.86
	125.09

	ST Project Manager 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	104.37
	109.01
	112.83
	116.78
	120.86
	125.09

	
	Level 3
	94.22
	98.41
	101.85
	105.42
	109.11
	112.93

	
	Level 2
	81.79
	85.42
	88.41
	91.51
	94.71
	98.03

	
	Level 1
	74.71
	78.04
	80.77
	83.60
	86.52
	89.55

	ST Engineer & Scientist Consultant
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	194.58
	203.24
	210.35
	217.72
	225.34
	233.22

	
	Level 3
	161.96
	169.17
	175.09
	181.22
	187.56
	194.13

	
	Level 2
	135.96
	142.01
	146.98
	152.12
	157.45
	162.96

	
	Level 1
	121.82
	127.24
	131.69
	136.30
	141.07
	146.01

	ST Engineer & Scientist Specialist
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	135.96
	142.01
	146.98
	152.12
	157.45
	162.96

	
	Level 3
	121.82
	127.24
	131.69
	136.30
	141.07
	146.01

	
	Level 2
	104.37
	109.01
	112.83
	116.78
	120.86
	125.09

	
	Level 1
	94.22
	98.41
	101.85
	105.42
	109.11
	112.93

	ST Engineer & Scientist Senior
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	94.22
	98.41
	101.85
	105.42
	109.11
	112.93

	
	Level 3
	81.79
	85.42
	88.41
	91.51
	94.71
	98.03

	
	Level 2
	74.71
	78.04
	80.77
	83.60
	86.52
	89.55

	
	Level 1
	63.99
	66.84
	69.18
	71.60
	74.11
	76.70

	ST Engineer & Scientist Intermediate
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	82.19
	85.84
	88.85
	91.96
	95.18
	98.51

	
	Level 3
	74.71
	78.04
	80.77
	83.60
	86.52
	89.55

	
	Level 2
	63.99
	66.84
	69.18
	71.60
	74.11
	76.70

	
	Level 1
	59.32
	61.96
	64.12
	66.37
	68.69
	71.10

	ST Engineer & Scientist Associate
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	48.54
	50.70
	52.48
	54.32
	56.22
	58.18

	
	Level 3
	41.07
	42.90
	44.40
	45.96
	47.57
	49.23

	
	Level 2
	22.25
	23.24
	24.05
	24.89
	25.76
	26.66

	
	Level 1
	16.95
	17.71
	18.33
	18.97
	19.63
	20.32

	ST Engineer & Scientist Consultant, S/W2
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	256.43
	267.84
	277.21
	286.91
	296.96
	307.35

	
	Level 3
	214.05
	223.57
	231.40
	239.50
	247.88
	256.56

	
	Level 2
	180.27
	188.29
	194.88
	201.70
	208.76
	216.06

	
	Level 1
	161.89
	169.10
	175.01
	181.14
	187.48
	194.04


	Title
	Level
	Year 6
	Year 7
9 Apr 2007 to

8 Apr 2008
	Year 8 
9 Apr 2008 to 

8 Apr 2009
	Year 9
9 Apr 2009 to 

8 Apr 2010
	Year 10
9 Apr 2010 to 

8 Apr 2011

	
	
	9 Apr 2006 to

26 Jul 20061
	27 Jul 2006

8 Apr 20072
	
	
	
	

	ST Engineer & Scientist Specialist, S/W
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	161.89
	169.10
	175.01
	181.14
	187.48
	194.04

	
	Level 3
	139.22
	145.42
	150.51
	155.77
	161.23
	166.87

	
	Level 2
	126.03
	131.64
	136.25
	141.02
	145.95
	151.06

	
	Level 1
	109.88
	114.77
	118.79
	122.95
	127.25
	131.70

	ST Engineer & Scientist Senior, S/W
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	109.88
	114.77
	118.79
	122.95
	127.25
	131.70

	
	Level 3
	100.70
	105.18
	108.86
	112.67
	116.61
	120.69

	
	Level 2
	86.77
	90.63
	93.80
	97.08
	100.48
	104.00

	
	Level 1
	78.09
	81.57
	84.42
	87.38
	90.43
	93.60

	ST Engineer & Scientist Intermediate, S/W
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	86.77
	90.63
	93.80
	97.08
	100.48
	104.00

	
	Level 3
	78.09
	81.57
	84.42
	87.38
	90.43
	93.60

	
	Level 2
	80.69
	84.28
	87.23
	90.29
	93.45
	96.72

	
	Level 1
	72.62
	75.85
	78.51
	81.26
	84.10
	87.05

	ST Engineer & Scientist Associate, S/W
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	51.67
	53.97
	55.85
	57.81
	59.83
	61.93

	
	Level 3
	46.50
	48.57
	50.27
	52.03
	53.85
	55.73

	
	Level 2
	18.65
	19.48
	20.16
	20.87
	21.60
	22.35

	
	Level 1
	16.79
	17.53
	18.15
	18.78
	19.44
	20.12

	ST Business Manager
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	81.79
	85.42
	88.41
	91.51
	94.71
	98.03

	
	Level 3
	74.71
	78.04
	80.77
	83.60
	86.52
	89.55

	
	Level 2
	63.99
	66.84
	69.18
	71.60
	74.11
	76.70

	
	Level 1
	59.32
	61.96
	64.12
	66.37
	68.69
	71.10

	ST Contracts Specialist 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 4
	81.79
	85.42
	88.41
	91.51
	94.71
	98.03

	
	Level 3
	74.71
	78.04
	80.77
	83.60
	86.52
	89.55

	
	Level 2
	63.99
	66.84
	69.18
	71.60
	74.11
	76.70

	
	Level 1
	59.32
	61.96
	64.12
	66.37
	68.69
	71.10

	ST Subcontract Administrator I 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 2
	48.54
	50.70
	52.48
	54.32
	56.22
	58.18

	
	Level 1
	41.07
	42.90
	44.40
	45.96
	47.57
	49.23

	ST Administrative-Supply Tech/ Admin
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Level 2
	41.07
	42.90
	44.40
	45.96
	47.57
	49.23

	
	Level 1
	33.21
	34.68
	35.90
	37.15
	38.45
	39.80

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


6. Labor Category Definitions

6.1.  ST Senior Project Manager

Responsible for overall technical, business, and financial management of programs and projects.  Oversees program budgets, schedules, and performance. Directs staff. Has primary responsibility for program health. Responsible for ensuring corporate resources are available and are effectively used to meet client goals and requirements. Serves as contractor’s single point of contact for the client. Prepares and communicates status and outcomes of contract performance. Develops technical approaches for complex problems and provides expertise at the highest government and corporate levels.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess technical academic degree(s), professional training, certifications or equivalent experience in areas of program management. *

Experienced in acting as lead, manager, and administrator for contract efforts. Experienced in serving as primary interface and point of contact with client program authorities and representatives on technical and program issues. Experienced in supervising program and project operations by developing procedures, planning and directing execution of all aspects of the effort, and monitoring and reporting progress. Experienced in interacting, communicating, and advising at the highest government and corporate levels.  Demonstrates technical achievement at highest government and corporate levels including the ability to identify, evaluate, and propose original and practicable methods of resolving complex problems. Recognized for superior, high-level private- and/or public-sector achievement. 

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (years)

	Level 4
	MS or MBA
	15

	Level 3
	MS or MBA
	12

	Level 2
	MS or MBA
	10

	Level 1
	MS or MBA
	 5


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.   

6.2.  ST Project Manager
Responsible for overall technical, business, and financial management of programs and projects.  Oversees program budgets, schedules, and performance. Directs staff. Has primary responsibility for program health. Responsible for ensuring that corporate resources are available and are effectively used to meet client goals and requirements. Serves as contractor’s single point of contact for the client. Prepares and communicates status and outcomes of contract performance. 

Education and Experience Requirements:  

Must possess technical academic degree(s), professional training, certifications or equivalent experience in areas of program management. *

Experienced acting as lead, manager, and administrator for contract efforts. Experienced serving as primary interface and point of contact with client program authorities and representatives on technical and program issues. Experienced supervising program and project operations by planning and directing execution of all aspects of the effort, and monitoring and reporting progress. Experienced interacting, communicating, and advising government and corporate clients. 

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	BS
	10

	Level 3
	BS
	 8

	Level 2
	BS
	 5

	Level 1
	BS
	 2


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.


6.3.  ST Engineering & Science Consultant

Possesses unique experience, skills, and expert knowledge in highly specialized technical, functional, and/or process areas within the engineering or science disciplines or across disciplines. Provides leadership for engineering of systems, system elements, interfacing systems, components, devices and/or processes, including present operating procedures. Applies best industry practices and standards, leading-edge technology, and innovative solutions to intractable problems.  Works directly with customer management to apply advanced principles, theories, and concepts and develops comprehensive solutions to complex problems. Defines key concepts for planning, deployment, integration, operation and/or enhancement of state-of-the-art and/or legacy systems. Employs methodologies for guiding others in problem resolution. Develops insightful solutions to meet fiscal, technological and schedule constraints.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in conducting analyses of systems, operations, and management problems. Requires knowledge of techniques and tools of analysis; e.g., modeling and simulation, operations research techniques, functional decomposition, surveys, business process re-engineering, policy analysis, etc. Experienced in conceptualizing and developing solutions; formulating problem statements conducive to application of analytical methods; and development of analysis methods and approaches. Experienced in managing projects, contracts, funds, and resources.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	Ph.D.
	15

	Level 3
	Ph.D.
	10

	Level 2
	MS 
	10

	Level 1
	MS 
	 5


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.

6.4.  ST Engineering & Science Specialist

Provides leadership and direction for conception or design of systems, system elements, interfacing systems, components, devices and/or processes. Possesses extensive managerial, technical and/or business knowledge. Provides leadership in solving complex problems. Develops strategic and implementation plans. Develops system architecture and design, including software, hardware, communications and interface requirements. Leads in definition, trade-off and design activities. Prepares, reviews, and evaluates documentation, specifications, test plans and procedures. Conducts analysis to define, analyze and allocate requirements. Oversees test programs. Leads analysis of requirements to ensure intended functionality, operation and performance requirements are achieved. May provide daily supervision and direction to staff.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in conducting analyses of systems, operations, and management problems. Has knowledge of techniques and tools of analysis; e.g., modeling and simulation, war gaming, prototyping, functional decomposition, surveys, business process re-engineering, policy analysis, and systems demonstrations. Experienced in conceptualizing and developing solutions; formulating problem statements conducive to application of analytical methods; and development of analysis methods and approaches. Experienced in managing projects, contracts, funds, and resources. Has specialized experience in one or more functional or operational domains and expertise in related government, military, and commercial applications. Has specialized experience and expertise in analysis of specific systems under consideration, or specific analysis methods or disciplines. Has experience operating with management processes providing sophisticated planning, scheduling, performance tracking, and risk management.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	Ph.D.
	15

	Level 3
	Ph.D.
	12

	Level 2
	MS 
	 8

	Level 1
	MS 
	 4


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.
6.5.  ST Engineering & Science Senior

Provides discipline-specific or system-specific support on systems, system elements, interfacing systems, components, devices and/or processes. Possesses in-depth technical and theoretical knowledge in specific scientific or engineering discipline. Works independently or on a team and solves technical problems. Supports entire system life cycle. Develops system architecture and design including software, hardware, communications and interface requirements. Leads definition, trade-off and design activities. Prepares, reviews, and evaluates system documentation, specifications, test plans and procedures. Conducts analysis to define, analyze and allocate requirements. Supports test programs and analyzes testing. Conducts analysis of requirements and components and performs audits to ensure functionality, operations and performance requirements are achieved. May provide daily supervision and direction to staff.
Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in applying scientific and engineering principles to investigate, analyze, plan, design, develop, implement, test, or evaluate systems. Experienced in conducting reviews and preparing engineering and technical analyses, reports, change proposals, and other technical documentation. General experience and expertise in systems design or test engineering. Experienced in conceptualizing and developing solutions; formulating problem statements conducive to application of analytical methods; and development of analysis methods and approaches. Experienced in managing projects, contracts, funds, and resources. Has specialized experience and expertise in systems design or test engineering in specific systems under consideration, or specific engineering processes or disciplines such as: development of system performance specifications to meet operational objectives, development and evaluation of system concepts to satisfy performance specification, coordination of systems design, fabrication, integration, test, and evaluation, or oversight and assessment of configuration management activities.  

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	BS
	15

	Level 3
	BS
	12

	Level 2
	BS
	 8

	Level 1
	BS
	 4


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.

6.6.  ST Engineering & Science Intermediate

Designs and applies advanced methods, theories, and research techniques in the investigation and solutions of complex and difficult systems design requirements and problems. Applies scientific or engineering experience to perform functions such as system integration, configuration management, quality assurance testing, or acquisition and resource management. Analyzes, designs, develops, implements, tests, or evaluates system components related to engineering or functional requirements of operational systems, support systems, or management information systems. Organizes and documents findings of studies and prepares recommendations for implementation. Oversees and manages projects and programs.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in applying scientific and engineering principles to investigate, analyze, plan, design, develop, implement, test, or evaluate systems. Experienced in conducting reviews and preparing engineering and technical analyses, reports, change proposals, and other technical documentation. General experience and expertise in systems design or test engineering. Experienced in conceptualizing and developing solutions; formulating problem statements conducive to application of analytical methods; and development of analysis methods and approaches. Experienced in managing projects, contracts, funds, and resources. 

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	BS
	10

	Level 3
	BS
	 8

	Level 2
	BS
	 5

	Level 1
	BS
	 2


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.

6.7.  ST Engineering & Science Associate

Designs and applies advanced methods, theories, and research techniques in the investigation and solutions of complex and difficult systems design requirements and problems. Applies scientific or engineering experience to perform functions such as system integration, configuration management, quality assurance testing, or acquisition and resource management. Analyzes, designs, develops, implements, tests, or evaluates system components related to engineering or functional requirements of operational systems, support systems, or management information systems.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experience in applying scientific and engineering principles to investigate, analyze, plan, design, develop, implement, test, or evaluate systems. Experienced in conducting reviews and preparing engineering and technical analyses, reports, change proposals, and other technical documentation.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	BS
	2

	Level 3
	BS
	0

	Level 2
	HS
	0

	Level 1
	None
	0


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.


6.8.  ST Engineering & Science Consultant, Information Systems

Possesses unique experience, skills, and expert knowledge in computers, computer science, automated data processing, information processing, data warehousing and/or knowledge-based systems.  Provides leadership for engineering of new systems, system elements, interfacing systems, components, devices and/or processes. Applies best industry practices and standards, leading-edge technology, and innovative solutions to intractable problems.  Works directly with customer management to apply advanced principles, theories, and concepts and develops comprehensive solutions to complex problems. Defines key concepts for planning, deployment, integration, operation and/or enhancement of state-of-the-art and/or legacy systems. Develops insightful solutions to meet fiscal, technological and schedule constraints.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in conducting analyses of systems, operations, and management problems. Requires knowledge of techniques and tools of analysis; e.g., modeling and simulation, operations research techniques, functional decomposition, surveys, business process re-engineering, policy analysis, etc. Experienced in conceptualizing and developing solutions; formulating problem statements conducive to application of analytical methods; and development of analysis methods and approaches. Experienced in managing projects, contracts, funds, and resources.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	Ph.D.
	15

	Level 3
	Ph.D.
	10

	Level 2
	MS 
	10

	Level 1
	MS 
	 5


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.


6.9.  ST Engineering & Science Specialist, Information Systems

Provides leadership and direction for conception or design of information systems, system elements, interfacing systems, components, devices and/or processes. Possesses extensive managerial, technical and/or business knowledge. Provides leadership in solving complex problems. Develops strategic and implementation plans. Develops system architecture and design, including software, hardware, communications and interface requirements. Leads in definition, trade-off and design activities. Prepares, reviews, and evaluates documentation, specifications, test plans and procedures. Conducts analysis to define, analyze and allocate requirements. Oversees test programs. Leads analysis of requirements to ensure intended functionality, operation and performance requirements are achieved. May provide daily supervision and direction to staff.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in conducting analyses of systems, operations, and management problems. Has knowledge of techniques and tools of analysis; e.g., modeling and simulation, operations research techniques, functional decomposition, surveys, business process re-engineering, policy analysis, and systems demonstrations. Experienced in conceptualizing and developing solutions; formulating problem statements conducive to application of analytical methods; and development of analysis methods and approaches. Experienced in managing projects, contracts, funds, and resources. Has specialized experience in one or more functional or operational domains and expertise in related government, military, and commercial applications. Has specialized experience and expertise in analysis of specific systems under consideration, or specific analysis methods or disciplines. Has experience operating with management processes providing sophisticated planning, scheduling, performance tracking, and risk management. 

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	Ph.D.
	15

	Level 3
	Ph.D.
	12

	Level 2
	MS 
	 8

	Level 1
	MS 
	 4

	
	
	


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.

6.10.  ST Engineering & Science Senior, Information Systems

Provides discipline-specific or system-specific support on information systems, system elements, interfacing systems, components, devices and/or processes. Possesses in-depth technical and theoretical knowledge in specific scientific or engineering discipline. Works independently or on a team and solves technical problems. Supports entire system life cycle. Develops system architecture and design including software, hardware, communications and interface requirements. Leads definition, trade-off and design activities. Prepares, reviews, and evaluates system documentation, specifications, test plans and procedures. Conducts analysis to define, analyze and allocate requirements. Supports test programs and analyzes testing. Conducts analysis of requirements and components and performs audits to ensure functionality, operations and performance requirements are achieved. May provide daily supervision and direction to staff.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in conducting analyses of systems, operations, and management problems. Has knowledge of techniques and tools of analysis; e.g., modeling and simulation, operations research techniques, functional decomposition, surveys, business process re-engineering, policy analysis, and systems demonstrations. Experienced in conducting reviews and preparing engineering and technical analyses, reports, change proposals, and other technical documentation. General experience and expertise in systems design or test engineering. Experienced in conceptualizing and developing solutions; formulating problem statements conducive to application of analytical methods; and development of analysis methods and approaches. Experienced in managing projects, contracts, funds, and resources. Has specialized experience and expertise in information systems design or test, or specific engineering processes or disciplines such as: development of system performance specifications to meet operational objectives, development and evaluation of system concepts to satisfy performance specification, coordination of systems design, fabrication, integration, test, and evaluation, or oversight and assessment of configuration management activities.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	BS
	15

	Level 3
	BS
	12

	Level 2
	BS
	 8

	Level 1
	BS
	 4


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.

6.11.  ST Engineering & Science Intermediate, Information Systems

Designs and applies advanced methods, theories, and research techniques in the investigation and solutions of complex and difficult information systems design requirements and problems. Applies scientific or engineering experience to perform functions such as system integration, configuration management, quality assurance testing, or acquisition and resource management. Analyzes, designs, develops, implements, tests, or evaluates system components related to engineering or functional requirements of operational systems, support systems, or management information systems. Organizes and documents findings of studies and prepares recommendations for implementation. Oversees and manages projects and programs.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in applying scientific and engineering principles to investigate, analyze, plan, design, develop, implement, test, or evaluate systems. Has knowledge of some techniques and tools of analysis; e.g., modeling and simulation, operations research techniques, functional decomposition, surveys, business process re-engineering, policy analysis, and systems demonstrations. Experienced in conducting reviews and preparing engineering and technical analyses, reports, change proposals, and other technical documentation. General experience and expertise in information systems design or test engineering. Experienced in conceptualizing and developing solutions; formulating problem statements conducive to application of analytical methods; and development of analysis methods and approaches. Experienced in managing projects, contracts, funds, and resources. 

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	BS
	10

	Level 3
	BS
	 8

	Level 2
	BS
	 5

	Level 1
	BS
	 2


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.

6.12.  ST Engineering & Science Associate, Information Systems

Designs and applies advanced methods, theories, and research techniques in the investigation and solutions of complex and difficult information systems design requirements and problems. Applies scientific or engineering experience to perform functions such as system integration, configuration management, quality assurance testing, or acquisition and resource management. Analyzes, designs, develops, implements, tests, or evaluates system components related to engineering or functional requirements of operational systems, support systems, or management information systems.

Education and Experience Requirements:  

Must possess academic degrees, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in applying scientific and engineering principles to investigate, analyze, plan, design, develop, implement, test, or evaluate systems. Experienced in conducting reviews and preparing engineering and technical analyses, reports, change proposals, and other technical documentation.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	BS
	2

	Level 3
	BS
	0

	Level 2
	HS
	0

	Level 1
	None
	0


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.


6.13.  ST Business Manager

Provides financial, planning and scheduling support for contracts of substantial size and complexity and or matters requiring high-level management attention. Implements management systems, performs analysis, and reports on contract performance. Performs database management for specific projects. Plans and uses appropriate software and hardware for technical support to customers in a responsive and cost-effective manner. Maintains a variety of databases.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess education, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in all aspects of providing technical and administrative support to the staff. Experienced in such areas as data collection and analyses, data presentation, preparation of briefings, and computer presentations, library research, administrative procedures, and document preparation. Must have knowledge of and experience with appropriate software tools.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	MBA
	20

	Level 3
	BS
	15

	Level 2
	AA
	10

	Level 1
	HS
	 5


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.


6.14.  ST Contracts Specialist

Reviews incoming customer requests for proposals, identifies proposal requirements, reviews terms and conditions for acceptability, coordinates proposal development in conjunction with technical staff and legal counsel, drafts proposals including unique, complex, special provisions and secures required management approval for submittal of proposals to customer.

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess education, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in all aspects of developing contract proposals and of contract administration. Experienced in such areas as requirements collection and analyses, proposal writing, selection and comprehension of clauses, contract billing and closeout.  Must have knowledge of and experience with appropriate software tools.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 4
	MBA
	20

	Level 3
	BS
	15

	Level 2
	AA
	10

	Level 1
	HS
	 5


* Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.


6.15   ST Subcontract Administrator

Develops, negotiates, and administers subcontracts to fulfill authorized requirements, ensuring compliance on supplier cost, schedule, legal and performance aspects. Negotiates subcontracts of moderate complexity and risk. Identifies and coordinates qualified sources and recommended suppliers. 

Education and Experience Requirements:

Must possess education, professional training, or equivalent experience in areas appropriate for the work undertaken. *

Experienced in developing subcontract requirements and selection of suppliers, subcontract writing and of subcontract administration. Experienced in tracking multiple subcontracts, managing receipt of deliverables and subcontract payment.  Must have knowledge of and experience with appropriate software tools.

	Level
	Degree*
	Experience (Years)

	Level 2
	HS
	5

	Level 1
	HS
	2


*  Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.

6.16.  ST Administrative-Supply Tech/Admin

Performs various administrative and clerical duties necessary to support staff and business operations. Processes common receiving, purchasing, payroll, benefits, and other financial and accounting documents. Maintains business material support and manages government parts inventory. Prepares parts requisitions for Federal stock items. Monitors ordered items system status and cost control impact.

Education and Experience Requirements:

This position typically requires administrative/clerical experience of 2 years and 1 year of specialized experience in product control and supply procurement operations.*

*  Note:  In some cases, the following will be considered in place of minimum education and experience: unique education; specialized experience, skills, knowledge, training, or certification; military training and/or experience; quality of experience; national recognition; or exceptional Grade Point Average. Related experience may be substituted for education. Education and experience requirements will be determined jointly by USRA and the customer based on task requirements.
7. Terms and Conditions

7.1 Indefinite Quantity - Oct 1995, Variation - 1995 (C.2.7 52.216-22)

7.1.1
This is an indefinite-quantity contract for the supplies or services specified, and effective for the period stated. The quantities of supplies and services specified in the contract are estimates only and are not purchased by this contract.

7.1.2
Delivery or performance shall be made only as authorized by orders issued in accordance with the Ordering clause. The Contractor shall furnish to the Government, when and if ordered, the supplies or services specified in the contract. The Government will order at least the quantity of supplies or services designated in the contract as the "minimum."

7.1.3
Except for any limitations on quantities in the Guaranteed Minimum clause or Order Limitations clause, there is no limit on the number of orders that may be issued. The Government may issue orders requiring delivery to multiple destinations or performance at multiple locations.

7.1.4
Any order issued during the effective period of this contract and not completed within that period shall be completed by the Contractor within the time specified in the order. The contract shall govern the Contractor's and Government's rights and obligations with respect to that order to the same extent as if the order were completed during the contract's effective period.

7.2 Services Not Included

Construction and Architect-Engineering Services

Computer Engineering and Information Technology.

Environmental Advisory Services

Foundations and Landscaping Engineering

Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)

Basic or fundamental Research

Products/materials already solicited under other Federal Supply Service (FSS) Schedule

7.3 Year 2000 Warranty – Commercial Supply Items - Jan 99 (C.2.36 I-FSS-550B)

As used in this clause, “Year 2000 compliant” means, with respect to information technology, that the information technology accurately processes date/time data (including, but not limited to, calculating, comparing and sequencing) from, into, and between the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and the years 1999 and 2000, and leap year calculations, to the extent that other information technology used in combination with the information technology being acquired, properly exchanges date/time data with it.  The Contractor shall warrant that each hardware, software, and firmware product delivered under this contract shall be able to accurately process date time data (including, but not limited to, calculating, comparing, and sequencing) from, into, and between the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, including leap year calculations, when used in accordance with the product documentation provided by the Contractor, provided that all products (e.g. hardware, software, firmware) used in combination with products properly exchange date time data with it. If the contract requires that specific listed products must perform as a system in accordance with the foregoing warranty, then that warranty shall apply to those products as a system. The duration of this warranty and the remedies available under this warranty shall include repair or replacement of any product whose non-compliance is discovered and made known to the Contractor in writing within ninety (90) days after acceptance (installation is considered acceptance). The Contractor may offer an extended warranty to the Government to include repair or replacement of any product whose non-compliance is discovered and made known to the Contractor in writing at any time prior to June 1, 2000, or for a period of 6 months following acceptance (installation is considered acceptance) whichever is later. Nothing in this warranty shall be construed to limit any rights or remedies the Government may otherwise have under this contract with respect to defects other than Year 2000 performance. 

7.4 Inspection of Services – Fixed-Price - Aug 1996 (C.2.9 52.246-4)

7.4.1
Definition: "Services," as used in this clause, includes services performed, workmanship, and material furnished or utilized in the performance of services. The Contractor shall provide and maintain an inspection system acceptable to the Government covering the services under this contract. Complete records of all inspection work performed by the Contractor shall be maintained and made available to the Government during contract performance and for as long afterwards as the contract requires.

7.4.2
The Contractor shall provide and maintain an inspection system acceptable to the Government covering the services under this contract. Complete records of all inspection work performed by the Contractor shall be maintained and made available to the Government during contract performance and for as long afterwards as the contract requires. 

7.4.3
The Government has the right to inspect and test all services called for by the contract, to the extent practicable at all times and places during the term of the contract. The Government shall perform inspections and tests in a manner that will not unduly delay the work.

7.4.4
If the Government performs inspections or tests on the premises of the Contractor or a subcontractor, the Contractor shall furnish, and shall require subcontractors to furnish, at no increase in contract price, all reasonable facilities and assistance for the safe and convenient performance of these duties.

7.4.5 If any of the services do not conform to contract requirements, the Government may require the Contractor to perform the services again in conformity with contract requirements, at no increase in contract amount. When the defects in services cannot be corrected by re-performance, the Government may -

§
Require the Contractor to take necessary action to ensure that future performance conforms to contract requirements; and

§
Reduce the contract price to reflect the reduced value of the services performed. 

7.4.6
If the Contractor fails to promptly perform the services again or to take the necessary action to ensure future performance in conformity with contract requirements, the Government may:

§
By contract or otherwise, perform the services and charge to the Contractor any cost incurred by the Government that is directly related to the performance of such service; or

§
Terminate the contract for default.

The following clause is applicable to time-and-material or labor hour tasks:

7.5 Inspection--Time-and-Material and Labor-Hour - Jan 1986 (C.2.10 52.246-6)

7.5.1 Definitions. "Contractor's managerial personnel," as used in this clause, means any of the Contractor's directors, officers, managers, superintendents, or equivalent representatives who have supervision or direction of:

§
All or substantially all of the Contractor's business;

§
All or substantially all of the Contractor's operation at any one plant or separate location at which the contract is being performed; or

§
A separate and complete major industrial operation connected with the performance of this contract.

"Materials," as used in this clause, includes data when the contract does not include the Warranty of Data clause.

7.5.2
The Contractor shall provide and maintain an inspection system acceptable to the Government covering the material, fabricating methods, work, and services under this contract. Complete records of all inspection work performed by the Contractor shall be maintained and made available to the Government during contract performance and for as long afterwards as the contract requires.

7.5.3
The Government has the right to inspect and test all materials furnished and services performed under this contract, to the extent practicable at all places and times, including the period of performance, and in any event before acceptance. The Government may also inspect the plant or plants of the Contractor or any subcontractor engaged in contract performance. The Government shall perform inspections and tests in a manner that will not unduly delay the work.

7.5.4
If the Government performs inspection or test on the premises of the Contractor or a subcontractor, the Contractor shall furnish and shall require subcontractors to furnish all reasonable facilities and assistance for the safe and convenient performance of these duties. 

7.5.5
Unless otherwise specified in the contract, the Government shall accept or reject services and materials at the place of delivery as promptly as practicable after delivery and they shall be presumed accepted 60 days after the date of delivery, unless accepted earlier.

7.5.6 At any time during contract performance, but not later than 6 months (or such other time as may be specified in the contract) after acceptance of the services or materials last delivered under this contract, the Government may require the Contractor to replace or correct services or materials that at time of delivery failed to meet contract requirements.

Except as otherwise specified in paragraph (h) of this clause, the cost of replacement or correction shall be determined under the Payments Under Time-and-Materials and Labor-Hour Contracts clause, but the "hourly rate" for labor hours incurred in the replacement or correction shall be reduced to exclude that portion of the rate attributable to profit. The Contractor shall not tender for acceptance materials and services required to be replaced or corrected without disclosing the former requirement for replacement or correction, and, when required, shall disclose the corrective action taken.

7.5.7 If the Contractor fails to proceed with reasonable promptness to perform required replacement or correction, and if the replacement or correction can be performed within the ceiling price (or the ceiling price as increased by the Government), the Government may –

§
By contract or otherwise, perform the replacement or correction, charge to the Contractor any increased cost, or deduct such increased cost from any amounts paid or due under this contract; or

§
Terminate this contract for default.

7.5.8
Failure to agree to the amount of increased cost to be charged to the Contractor shall be a dispute.

7.5.8 Notwithstanding sections 7.5.6 and 7.5.7 above, the Government may at any time require the Contractor to remedy by correction or replacement, without cost to the Government, any failure by the Contractor to comply with the requirements of this contract, if the failure is due to –

§
Fraud, lack of good faith, or willful misconduct on the part of the Contractor's managerial personnel; or

§
The conduct of one or more of the Contractor's employees selected or retained by the Contractor after any of the Contractor's managerial personnel has reasonable grounds to believe that the employee is habitually careless or unqualified.

7.5.10
This clause applies in the same manner and to the same extent to correct or replacement materials or services as to materials and services originally delivered under this contract.

7.5.11
The Contractor has no obligation or liability under this contract to correct or replace materials and services that at time of delivery do not meet contract requirements, except as provided in this clause or as may be otherwise specified in the contract.

7.5.12
Unless otherwise specified in the contract, the Contractor's obligation to correct or replace Government-furnished property shall be governed by the clause pertaining to Government property.

NOTE: This clause further implements 52.212-4 (a) Inspection/Acceptance for time-and-material and labor-hour task orders.

7.6 Clauses Incorporated by Reference - June 1988 (C.2.11 52.252-2)

This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference, with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text. Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text available.

52.203-3 Gratuities (APR 1984)

52.204-4 Printing/Copying Double Sided on Recycled Paper (JUN 1996)

52.219-16 Liquidated Damages—Subcontracting Plan (OCT 1995)

52.222-1 Notice to the Government of Labor Disputes (FEB 1997)

52.222-46 Evaluation of Compensation for Professional Employees (FEB 1993)

52.225-11 Restrictions on Certain Foreign Purchases (OCT 1996)

52.227-14 Rights in Data – General (JUN 1987) Alternate II

52.237-10 Identification of Uncompensated Overtime (OCT 1997)

7.7 Payment

Payment shall be made for items accepted by the Government that have been delivered to the delivery destinations set forth in this contract. The Government will make payment in accordance with the Prompt Payment Act (31 U.S.C. 3903) and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-125, Prompt Payment. If the Government makes payment by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT), see 52.212-5(b) for the appropriate EFT clause. In connection with any discount offered for early payment, time shall be computed from the date of the invoice. For the purpose of computing the discount earned, payment shall be considered to have been made on the date which appears on the payment check or the specified payment date if an electronic funds transfer payment is made.

The following clause is applicable to time-and-material or labor hour tasks:

7.8 Payments Under Time-and-Materials and Labor-Hour Contracts. -Feb 1997 (C.2.12 52.232-7)

The Government shall pay the Contractor as follows upon the submission of invoices or vouchers approved by the Contracting Officer:

7.8.1
Hourly rate

7.8.1.1 The amounts shall be computed by multiplying the appropriate hourly rates prescribed in the Schedule by the number of direct labor hours performed. The rates shall include wages, indirect costs, general and administrative expense, and profit. Fractional parts of an hour shall be payable on a prorated basis. Vouchers may be submitted once each month (or at more frequent intervals, if approved by the Contracting Officer), to the Contracting Officer or designee. The Contractor shall substantiate vouchers by evidence of actual payment and by individual daily job timecards, or other substantiation approved by the Contracting Officer. Promptly after receipt of each substantiated voucher, the Government shall, except as otherwise provided in this contract, and subject to the terms of section 7.8.5 (Audit), pay the voucher as approved by the Contracting Officer.

7.8.1.2 Unless otherwise prescribed in the Schedule, the Contracting Officer shall withhold 5 percent of the amounts due under this paragraph (a), but the total amount withheld shall not exceed $50,000. The amounts withheld shall be retained until the execution and delivery of a release by the Contractor as provided in section 7.8.6 (Assignment).

7.8.1.3 Unless the Schedule prescribes otherwise, the hourly rates in the Schedule shall not be varied by virtue of the Contractor having performed work on an overtime basis. If no overtime rates are provided in the Schedule and overtime work is approved in advance by the Contracting Officer, overtime rates shall be negotiated. Failure to agree upon these overtime rates shall be treated as a dispute under the Disputes clause of this contract. If the Schedule provides rates for overtime, the premium portion of those rates will be reimbursable only to the extent the overtime is approved by the Contracting Officer.

7.8.2 Materials and subcontracts

7.8.2.1 Allowable costs of direct materials shall be determined by the Contracting Officer in accordance with Subpart 31.2 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) in effect on the date of this contract. Reasonable and allocable material handling costs may be included in the charge for material to the extent they are clearly excluded from the hourly rate. Material handling costs are comprised of indirect costs, including, when appropriate, general and administrative expense allocated to direct materials in accordance with the Contractor's usual accounting practices consistent with Subpart 31.2 of the FAR. The Contractor shall be reimbursed for items and services purchased directly for the contract only when cash, checks, or other forms of actual payment have been made for such purchased items or services. Direct materials, as used in this clause, are those materials which enter directly into the end product, or which are used or consumed directly in connection with the furnishing of the end product.

7.8.2.2 The cost of subcontracts that are authorized under the subcontracts clause of this contract shall be reimbursable costs under this clause; provided, that the costs are consistent with section 7.8.2.3 below. Reimbursable costs in connection with subcontracts shall be limited to the amounts paid to the subcontractor for items and services purchased directly for the contract only when cash, checks, or other form of payment has been made for such purchased items or services; however, this requirement shall not apply to a Contractor that is a small business concern.

Reimbursable costs shall not include any costs arising from the letting, administration or supervision of performance of the subcontract, if the costs are included in the hourly rates payable described in section 7.8.1.1.

7.8.2.3 To the extent able, the Contractor shall:

§
Obtain materials at the most advantageous prices available with due regard to securing prompt delivery of satisfactory materials; and

§
Take all cash and trade discounts, rebates, allowances, credits, salvage, commissions, and other benefits. When unable to take advantage of the benefits, the Contractor shall promptly notify the Contracting Officer and give the reasons.  Credit shall be given to the Government for cash and trade discounts, rebates, allowances, credits, salvage, the value of any appreciable scrap, commissions, and other amounts that have accrued to the benefit of the Contractor, or would have accrued except for the fault or neglect of the Contractor. The benefits lost without fault or neglect on the part of the Contractor, or lost through fault of the Government, shall not be deducted from gross costs.

7.8.3 Total cost

It is estimated that the total cost to the Government for the performance of this contract shall not exceed the ceiling price set forth in the Schedule and the Contractor agrees to use its best efforts to perform the work specified in the Schedule and all obligations under this contract within such ceiling price. If at any time the Contractor has reason to believe that the hourly rate payments and material costs that will accrue in performing this contract in the next succeeding 30 days, if added to all other payments and costs previously accrued, will exceed 85 percent of the ceiling price in the Schedule, the Contractor shall notify the Contracting Officer giving a revised estimate of the total price to the Government for performing this contract with supporting reasons and documentation. If at any time during performing this contract, the Contractor has reason to believe that the total price to the Government for performing this contract will be substantially greater or less than the then stated ceiling price, the Contractor shall so notify the Contracting Officer, giving a revised estimate of the total price for performing this contract, with supporting reasons and documentation. If at any time during performing this contract, the Government has reason to believe that the work to be required in performing this contract will be substantially greater or less than the stated ceiling price, the Contracting Officer will so advise the Contractor, giving the then revised estimate of the total amount of effort to be required under the contract.

7.8.4 Ceiling price

The Government shall not be obligated to pay the Contractor any amount in excess of the ceiling price in the Schedule, and the Contractor shall not be obligated to continue performance if to do so would exceed the ceiling price set forth in the Schedule, unless and until the Contracting Officer shall have notified the Contractor in writing that the ceiling price has been increased and shall have specified in the notice a revised ceiling that shall constitute the ceiling price for performance under this contract. When and to the extent that the ceiling price set forth in the Schedule has been increased, any hours expended and material costs incurred by the Contractor in excess of the ceiling price before the increase shall be allowable to the same extent as if the hours expended and material costs had been incurred after the increase in the ceiling price. 

7.8.5 Audit

At any time before final payment under this contract the Contracting Officer may request audit of the invoices or vouchers and substantiating material. Each payment previously made shall be subject to reduction to the extent of amounts, on preceding invoices or vouchers, that are found by the Contracting Officer not to have been properly payable and shall also be subject to reduction for overpayments or to increase for underpayments. Upon receipt and approval of the voucher or invoice designated by the Contractor as the "completion voucher" or "completion invoice" and substantiating material, and upon compliance by the Contractor with all terms of this contract (including, without limitation, terms relating to patents and the terms of section 7.8.6 (Assignment) and section 7.8.7 (Refunds), the Government shall promptly pay any balance due the Contractor. The completion invoice or voucher, and substantiating material, shall be submitted by the Contractor as promptly as practicable following completion of the work under this contract, but in no event later than 1 year (or such longer period as the Contracting Officer may approve in writing) from the date of completion.

7.8.6 Assignment

The Contractor, and each assignee under an assignment entered into under this contract and in effect at the time of final payment under this contract, shall execute and deliver, at the time of and as a condition precedent to final payment under this contract, a release discharging the Government, its officers, agents, and employees of and from all liabilities, obligations, and claims arising out of or under this contract, subject only to the following exceptions:

Specified claims in stated amounts, or in estimated amounts if the amounts are not susceptible of exact statement by the Contractor.

Claims, together with reasonable incidental expenses, based upon the liabilities of the Contractor to third parties arising out of performing this contract, that are not known to the Contractor on the date of the execution of the release, and of which the Contractor gives notice in writing to the Contracting Officer not more than 6 years after the date of the release or the date of any notice to the Contractor that the Government is prepared to make final payment, whichever is earlier.

Claims for reimbursement of costs (other than expenses of the Contractor by reason of its indemnification of the Government against patent liability), including reasonable incidental expenses, incurred by the Contractor under the terms of this contract relating to patents.

7.8.7 Refunds

The Contractor agrees that any refunds, rebates, or credits (including any related interest) accruing to or received by the Contractor or any assignee, that arise under the materials portion of this contract and for which the Contractor has received reimbursement, shall be paid by the Contractor to the Government. The Contractor and each assignee, under an assignment entered into under this contract and in effect at the time of final payment under this contract, shall execute and deliver, at the time of and as a condition precedent to final payment under this contract, an assignment to the Government of such refunds, rebates, or credits (including any interest) in form and substance satisfactory to the Contracting Officer.

On�line access to contract ordering information, terms and conditions, up�to�date pricing, and the option to create an electronic


delivery order are available through GSA Advantage!™ , a menu�driven database system.


The INTERNET address GSA Advantage!™ is: http://www.GSAAdvantage.gov
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2 Year 6 rates were effective July 27, 2006, upon exercise of the option rates by GSA.


1 Year 5 rates were in effect through July 26, 2006, pending exercise of the option rates.


2 Year 6 rates were effective July 27, 2006, upon exercise of the option rates by GSA.
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